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Synopsis

Central America is one of the fastest-growing tourist destinations in the Americas, to the point where
Arthur Frommer identified travel to Central America as a top travel trend. Frommer’s Nicaragua and
El Salvador gives readers an insider’s perspective on these two breathtaking countries. With
detailed information on the pristine beaches of the Caribbean coast and nearby islands, inland lakes
and volcano tours, and the spectacular colonial cities of Granada and San Salvador, this book
provides numerous maps, thoroughly researched reviews of reputable accommodations, dining
recommendations, and suggested itineraries. It's an essential companion for outdoor enthusiasts,

cultural explorers and those looking to explore these fast-developing destinations.
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Customer Reviews

Guided tours that take you past towering waterfalls are offered out of JuayAfA%a, El Salvador. See
chapter 19. Detailed maps throughout Exact prices, directions, opening hours,and other practical
information Candid reviews of hotels and restaurants,plus sights, shopping, and nightlife

ltineraries, walking tours, and trip-planning ideas Insider tips from local expert authors

Charlie O’Malley first became fascinated with Latin America when he watched salsa dancers on a
Colombian beach over a decade ago. He has since wrestled with anaconda in Venezuela, rescued
turtles in Nicaragua, and been chased by bulls in Ecuador. Based in the Andean Argentine city of

Mendoza, he keeps his desire for more adventure in check with lots of good local wine and work on



a tourist magazine called Wine Republic. With driving skills almost as bad as the locals and an
undying penchant for long siestas, he does not think he can ever possibly live in his native Ireland
again. He has worked on Frommer’s guides to Argentina and South America and contributed to

FrommerA¢a -a,¢s 500 Adventures for Adrenaline Lovers.

This guide has some useful information, but is sadly lacking in some main areas. One problem is
the handling of maps, which are useless because they cannot be enlarged (the text can be
enlarged) enough to be read. One can only travel El Salvador by car or bus, and this guide gives
precious little information about the buses, and furthermore does not inform the reader on how to
use the bus system. | spent 17 days traveling El Salvador, but found very little help on using that
system, which posts no schedules, no routes, etc. Some advice on how to negotiate it would be
helpful, especially to those not fluent in Spanish.One positive area was its suggestions of interesting
towns to visit, such as Ataco, Suchitoto, and La Palma. Some information, however was bogus and
out of date. | also found that too little attention was paid to adapting the guide to the Kindle. Until it is

improved, | would suggest the paper edition or a different guide.

| bought this guidebook for a Jan 2012 trip, mainly because it was the newest edition of a Nicaragua
guidebook (Nov 2011), so | assumed it would have a lot of up-to-date information. Boy, was | wrong.
While | could forgive constant inaccuracies on hours and addresses (let's say these things change,
although probably not that quickly), my main problem with this book is an unacceptable lack of detail
and inaccurate & severely lacking maps.Lack of detail: this book has only very brief and general
descriptions of only main attractions. This is absolutely NOT a book for a backpacker or traveler
who wants more of a trip than just some pretty pictures. How can you learn about your options if a
description of a huge volcano with many many hikes is just 1 paragraph? This is how this book is
written.Also close to no information on transportation. Bus stations are not marked on town maps
(unforgivable), so the author assumes that readers will take cabs everywhere. Most bus stations in
Nicaragua (except Managua) are at a walking distance from town centers / attractions, but you
wouldn’t know it from this book. Maps have hotels, restaurants, and a few main attractions marked
on them, but not one bus station, tourist information, supermarket, or post office. These maps are
flat out horrible and far inferior to Lonely Planet, for example.Regional maps are severely lacking,
too. You only get general maps of surroundings of main tourist areas. | ended up transferring
chicken buses on the way from San Carlos to Managua (a road less traveled, but still traveled!), and

| had no idea where | was on the route, because there is no map of the region in the book!l will



never buy a Frommer’s guidebook again. Maybe this is acceptable for someone going on an 100%
organized group trip, but if you are in any way an independent traveler, or just like to read more than

a paragraph about a major attraction, this book is horribly inadequate.

Very helpful information. Thanks.

The arent others guide with those countries buy this one was very hepfull, good maps and
infotmation. The tourism are increasing so its old but the main information are complete. Cheapest

countries, beautiful, wild and good people.

Nicaragua is a new adventure for us, and we weren’t sure how to allocate our 10 days there. This

guide has helped us determine our itinerary.

This guide book DID help us out a few times when researching central american countries. Still like

the layout and info from Lonely Planet though.
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